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main principles. The health protection plan is co-ordinated with
the general economic plan. With this object the health depart-
ments make a study of the economic situation of their region:
the character of its industries, the most important factories and
State collective farms. The plan must be calculated so as to
provide the fullest service to the workers of these establishments
in preference to the rest of the population.
The health departments also investigate the sanitary and
hygienic conditions of the region: the general mortality rate and
the mortality rate of infants under one year; the sickness rate,
with particular reference to infectious diseases; the housing
conditions and the condition of the public utilities (water supplies,
drainage, bath-houses, laundries, etc.); the condition of com-
munal feeding; the natural features of the region (i.e. swamps,
condition of rivers, lakes, etc.).
N. A. SEMASHKO: Health Protection in the U.S.S.R.
. . . our country now has five times as many doctors as the
Russian Empire had under the Tsar; and the 8 medical schools
of Tsarist Russia have grown to 72 under the Soviets.
There are at present 214 medical research institutions in the
-Soviet Union. Chief among them is the All-Union Institute of
Experimental Medicine, the uniting centre of medical thought,
with a large number of branches and subsidiary organisations.
Its laboratories have been the birthplace of many works of the
greatest interest, which have attracted widespread attention in
scientific circles both at home and abroad. These include the
investigation of mitogenetic rays and of their role in cancer
diagnosis, and the numerous works based on the theory of neuro-
tropism, as well as certain extremely important researches in
encephalitis.
N. N. BURDENKO : In Defence of Civilization
against Fascist Barbarism.
The Soviet Red Cross Society, a voluntary organisation with
a membership of over 20 millions, is playing an important part
in the organisation of civil defence in the U.S.S.R. The society
has 160,000 local branches in enterprises and institutions all over
the country.
These branches carry out extensive work in organising the